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1. The concepts of style, stylistics, genre, register and dialect (the development of stylistics
and its place among other branches of linguistics.).

2. Expressive means and stylistic devices (phonetic, morphological, syntactic, lexico-
phraseological).

3. The various functional styles of the English language (the scientific prose style, the
newspaper style, the style of official documents, the belles-lettres style, the publicistic
style).

4. The development of English (Old English, Middle English, Modern English)

5. Varieties of English on the British Isles and outside the British Isles (Scottish, Welsh, Irish,
American, Canadian and Australian).

6. Current trends in Modern English (vocabulary, grammar, Estuary, etc.).

7. Linguistic characterology of English (the system of naming units, the classification of
words and their functions, the categories of predication etc.).

8. Different ways of organising information (principles determining the position of sentence
constituents, functional sentence perspective, etc.).

9. Marked word order (dislocation, clefting, fronting, inversion, existentials, etc.).

10. Written and spoken English (four main features that overlap, nominalisation, ellipsis,
substitution, etc.).

11. Postcolonial developments in contemporary Anglophone literature and culture.
Demonstrate the key issues on the work of selected authors.

12. Contemporary situation of indigenous literatures in the Anglophone world. Discuss new
trends in Native American literature and culture.

13. Australian literature, discuss major authors and works, select one of them for a closer
analysis.

14. Canadian literature, discuss major authors and works, select one of them for a closer
analysis.

15. Contemporary South African literature. Discuss significant works and writers in South
African literature, with a particular emphasis on the work of Nadine Gordimer.

16. Contemporary African literature. Discuss significant works and writers in African
literature, with a particular emphasis on the work of Chinua Achebe.

17. Contemporary South Asian literature. Discuss significant works and writers in South
Asian literature, with a particular emphasis on the work of Salman Rushdie.

18. The concept of Anglophone literature. What countries belong to this cultural/geographical
area? What are the points of contact between the postcolonial and the Anglophone? How
did the historical, cultural and political contexts shape Anglophone literatures? Give
examples. What are the major works in Anglophone literature? Briefly analyse one of
them.



19. Children’s folklore and its poetic characteristics. Explain its reflection in later literature
and contemporary Anglophone literature and culture.

20. Contemporary Caribbean literature. Discuss the work of Derek Walcott.

21. Discuss the concept of Anglosphere in contemporary cultural and social science
discourses.

22. Discuss and explain examples of cultural myths, elements of cultural self-identification
and self-presentation in three of the core countries of the Anglosphere (Great Britain, USA,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand).

23. Discuss the impact of the attacks of 11 September 2001 and 7 July 2005 on contemporary
literary and artistic production, and put it into the broader context of global security issues
and terrorism. How does the Anglophone world address systemic violence in relation to
cultural otherness?

24. Discuss colonialism and its legacy. How do postcolonial approaches and tendencies in
Anglophone literatures and cultures shape understandings of race, ethnicity,
discrimination, forms of inclusion and exclusion, of cultural imperialism (both historically
and in the present)?

25. How have the concepts of multiculturalism, ethnic minority cultures and questions of
hybrid identity been framed and responded to in three Anglophone cultures of your choice?

26. Discuss the history and current status of immigration and attitudes toward immigrants in
three Anglophone cultures of your choice. Comment on specific cultural representations
(on screen and on paper) of these issues in your response.

27. Discuss climate change and related ecological challenges (famine, overpopulation,
ilinesses, etc) and their cultural and social perceptions in three Anglophone cultural
contexts of your choice. You can discuss specific policies, scientific and / or scholarly
responses, and / or any representation of these issues in literature and / or visual media.

28. Discuss global cyberspace, the status of social media and their role in combating
misinformation and hoaxes in three Anglophone cultural contexts. Think of fictional
representations, as well as real-world phenomena.

29. Discuss conspiracy as a cultural and social phenomenon, its origins in fiction and its
reflection in contemporary literary and film production.

30. Discuss forms of activism and protest movements in three contemporary Anglophone
cultural contexts, and explain their common features as well as their local specificities.
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