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AbStra_

Puru,eites 4Mdprc_oturs7Jn.e.Tess se7rio%s' r_rcuts tn humaMs lhro7Idhuul uur eunlutinMaI_ hi,Ttn_. AIihou6h lhe ,,
imp4c'l _t'predutors iM modcrA wcJr7d i.e lnwer IhaMpreviuus'!y, pa_-a,Tile.T sri Il iM_%eMce murbidi_ undmurt_Ii_' ,'
orcnMfemporu_ hum_n._. _'i%m ihe cvo Iutiuna_J_' per.epecliue, s'c_/c_c'iive_ pre.e_eure.e cuu,eed b_paI'asites sho47d _
_4uoLlr indiuiduaI._ t_ar s%c'c'es's_u7!.v avnid objc_c;ls/s'u6je_c'ts' w'hich traMsmic p4rusitic discus_es' und/or lhus_e __
whu are succeJss_%/ iM c;umbot,T wi_h rhem. r_cre_ iy _rn_v'iM_ ev'ideMce/or 1he exis-tence n_evn Ived uMri___ra,Tite
6ehav'iowrs in unimul,e. hegiMMiMg __ith iMveJ-fch_-nte,T uMdc7MdiM_ wiihprim_te,T. Avnid_Mce o_iM_c7cled iMdividu- _
4ls; gruumin_ uJ7d .TeJ_-r11edic;otiun ore mn.Tt rommuM be_/JovicJ2_rul .etJ'aregies f_ur ure be_/ieve_d /u re_uce the
fruJJ,TmissioM u__4r4s'i_e.e. Her__ _1_'e r_vim_J re_c'e__1t c___ideMce .T4dges'fing thut ,T_cverul he_av_ioural and emoiioMuI
fr-4ifs' in hum_ Ms evolve_dcu' _ re._pnn,Te _n .se7cc'livcpre_s-,T'ureJ cau._edb_p4ras'ires'. Diy_J'( s_e Msitiv_i_7 _ndpurhn- _
_eM _hreul muy 6e o mechuMi._. m lh4l ge_nerote,T 7Jn_h a crn_Ts-c_I/r4J-4I variatinn iMpre_eJ%nce.e/or cert4iM_aci47 e
Ir4ifs, us' we Il u,e driv'ers ()_)'c_Ii_iuus diver.eit,>; JJ()Iitic'4I s'r_6iIi__ n./'cnuMtries, puIc_nti Mg c_udni1ivc u6iIitics' und '
prcva Ience _re__ruveryiur1 und npenJ1es,T fo r1e___'' ide>u,T. FiMulJ._; __'e de7c'Iurc 4rcus_./È¯r a_uturc re,Tearch ha,Ted
nn q7IesriuMJ' _1_ided h_v the e7uu Iuliur1u_J,_ 7Jer,T_Jective7.
Key word_: e__olution, hum_M, 7J_ru.sirc__T, ps_y_c.'/Ju7u___.

lntrodu_ion

ArchaeoIo_ical evidencc had revealed that or6anisms in the world change avcr time. Although
this was tulown long ago, thc causal __echanism that couId explain hov and why organisms change
was nrst fonnulated by Damin ( I _S9J. Dan4-in_ rundamental theoN ofnaturaI selection proposes chat '
indi_iduals with their pllenoty_es (including psychoIogical charactejstics) better suited for surviva_ , '
in a given environment in a given time over-reproduce individuals with inferior phenoypes. Alleles
ofmore successfuI individuals_ are therefore nun-randomly distributed in the new generation and, as
a result, certain phenotypes are mnre frcq4ent than others. This 3eads to a range ormomhological _
and behavioural adaptations designed ta cnhance the surviva_ oftheirbearers. The process. ofnatura_
selection requires lhree components (Darvin, I _S9. ; Michalski & Shackelford, 2010): (i) variation _
of individuals in a population, (ii) hcjtability nf this variation and (iii) difTerences in repraductive
success amang individuals that arc the subject._ of natwal scIection. Paras_ ites are excellent candi-
dates for st4dying natural selection, bec'ause they are widespread, they have a signi_cant impact
on human morbidity and mortaliy and at least certain psychalo6ical mechanisms that enhance '














