	The Snake Attitude Questionnaire*
	

	Negativistic (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.89)
	

	I would like to camp near the ruin of an old castle where snakes are present
	P

	Snakes are sympathetic animals
	P

	I would like to catch a snake with my hands
	P

	Capturing snakes would make for an exciting story
	P

	Even the thought of touching a snake scares me
	N

	I would rather watch snakes on TV than encounter them in nature
	N

	I would like to encounter some species of snakes in nature
	P

	If I see a snake, I feel tense
	N

	Snakes scare me more than other animals
	N

	I would like to participate in an expedition to investigate snakes
	P

	It makes me feel sick when I see a snake
	N

	I feel like I would be able to catch a snake if I had gloves on my hands
	P

	I would like to have snakes in the loft of my home 
	P

	
	

	Scientistic (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.87)
	

	I would like to read a book about snakes
	P

	Greater resources should be dedicated to snake protection
	P

	I would like to know more about the life histories of snakes
	P

	I would like to watch snakes at night using a night-vision camera
	P

	Whenever I see a snake on television I close my eyes
	N

	I would like to know more about large species of tropical snakes
	P

	I do not like pictures of snakes
	N

	I like watching natural history films about snakes
	P

	I think snakes are quite interesting animals
	P

	We should learn more about snakes at school
	P

	Woods are just for tourists, not for snakes
	N

	I would like to know how scientists investigate snakes
	P

	I do not see how someone might be interested in research on snakes
	N

	
	

	Naturalistic (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.81)
	

	I would rather avoid places where snakes are present
	N

	If there were a snake under my window, I would be unable to sleep
	N

	If somebody tells me that there are snakes somewhere around me, I get nervous
	N

	I would never go to a cellar if I knew that snakes were there
	N

	I would rather stay away from countries where there are a lot of snakes
	N

	I would rather avoid going to the cellar of my house if snakes were present there
	N

	If I happened to find a snake in my cellar, I would probably run away
	N

	
	

	Knowledge (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.58)
	

	Some snakes occur in the sea
	N

	Poisonous snakes are able to spit their poison up to several centimeters away
	N

	Snakes are able to consume prey up to 3 times larger than their own mouth
	P

	Snakes spend the winter in abandoned holes
	N

	Snakes are able to discriminate between the temperature of their prey and that of colder environments
	N

	
	

	Myths (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.65)
	

	Snakes are able to hypnotize their prey
	N

	Poisonous snakes have triangular heads
	N

	The rattle of the rattlesnake grows one new segment per year
	N

	All snakes are more or less poisonous
	N

	Injured snakes die only after sunset
	N

	Injured snakes die more slowly in comparison to other animals
	N

	Female snakes swallow their young when confronted with danger, and then spit  them out again
	N

	The skin of snakes is slimy
	N

	The breath of snakes is also poisonous
	N

	Some species of snakes live in Antarctica
	N

	Some snakes have poisonous glands in the ends of their body, like some scorpions
	N

	A snake can only strike from a coiled position
	N

	Some snakes suck milk from livestock and sheep
	N

	Snakes chew their prey at first, and then swallow it
	N

	Snakes travel in pairs
	N

	
	

	Ecologistic (excluded) (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.51)
	

	Snakes have great importance in nature
	P

	Some snakes are 10 meters long
	P

	I am not interested in whether snakes in Slovakia/Turkey are endangered or not
	N

	Snakes are not important in nature
	N

	People should not be prejudiced against snakes; they could then both coexist without violence
	P

	
	

	Notes: P - positive wording, N - negative wording
	


*Authors are grateful to Warren Greig for his kind improvement of the English.

